
Author bio available  
on west44books.com

Reading Level: 2–3  •  Interest Level: 2–3

AVAILABLE NOW
Can We Keep an Alien?

HC ed.: 978-1-5383-8452-7 • eBook: 978-1-5383-8454-1 
Pbk. ed.: 978-1-5383-8453-4

Bruce, Mei, Nia, and Pablo are best friends whose lives are perfectly normal until they find an alien in their neighborhood. Can they 
keep it in their treehouse fort, and how can they take care of it? Soon, the friends find out they’ve unlocked a whole world of mischief 
and mayhem, as they encounter more and more creepy critters. The Creepy Critter Keepers have to use their teamwork, smarts, and 
hearts to save the day!

CAN WE KEEP A BIGFOOT? 
CAN WE KEEP A WEREWOLF?

AUTHOR: RYAN WOLF
5 1/4” x 7 1/8” • 64 pp • Fact Boxes, Illustrations,

Excerpt from another book in series, About the Author

HC ed.: 978-1-5383-8455-8    $17.95

eBook: 978-1-5383-8457-2    $17.95

Pbk. ed.: 978-1-5383-8456-5   $10.55

ATOS: PENDING

Can We Keep a Bigfoot?

HC ed.: 978-1-5383-8458-9    $17.95

eBook: 978-1-5383-8460-2    $17.95

Pbk. ed.: 978-1-5383-8459-6    $10.55
ATOS: PENDING

Can We Keep a Werewolf?

PUB DATE: August PUB DATE: September

•  Bruce and his friends learn about friendship, accepting others, and taking responsibility for one’s actions

•  High-interest tales of creepy critter adventures make this series an exciting pick for readers ages 7 to 8

•  Characters of different races reflect and promote diversity, acceptance, and tolerance

Author bio available  
on west44books.com

CHAPTERBOOKS

When the Creepy Critter Keepers 
find a baby Bigfoot inside their 
clubhouse, they want to keep 
her as a pet. But then the Boggy 
Brothers come to town on a hunt 
to find Bigfoot themselves. The 
kids know they need to get their 
new buddy back to her mother 
soon. Can they take their furry 
friend home in time? Or will the 
Boggy Brothers catch up with 
them first?

The Creepy Critter Keepers find 
a huge dog stuck in a trash can.  
He might even be a young wolf! 
After they take him back to their 
clubhouse, the wolf-dog suddenly  
turns into their new friend from 
school. Can they keep the fact that  
their friend is a werewolf secret? 
Can they stop him from turning 
into a wild animal every full 
moon? Should they learn to  
respect their classmate for who 
he is?

CrossCan Educational Services • 12 Court St. • St. Catharines, ON L2R 4R4 • Tel: 1-800-251-0918 • Web: crosscaneducation.com



Reading Level: 2–3  •  Interest Level: 2–3

Author bio available  
on west44books.com

AVAILABLE NOW
The Legend of  

Graveyard Gruber
HC ed.: 978-1-5383-8492-3 • eBook: 978-1-5383-8494-7 

Pbk. ed.: 978-1-5383-8493-0

HC ed.: 978-1-5383-8489-3    $17.95 

eBook: 978-1-5383-8491-6    $17.95

Pbk. ed.: 978-1-5383-8490-9    $10.55 
ATOS: PENDING

HC ed.: 978-1-5383-8495-4    $17.95

eBook: 978-1-5383-8497-8    $17.95 

Pbk. ed.: 978-1-5383-8496-1    $10.55
ATOS: PENDING

The Firehouse PhantomMystery at Cate’s Creek

•  Tells high-interest ghostly tales that explore both moral values and history

•  Appeals to developing readers who like a mix of adventure, paranormal situations, and humor

•  Grady Gruber is the quirky underdog who becomes a hero, inspiring young readers

Grady Gruber thinks he’ll never shake his laughable name. That is, until he discovers his hidden talent for ghost 
whispering, and earns the name Graveyard Gruber. Now, he and his friends set out to take on the ghosts of their 
small town, including a cranky cemetery caretaker, a 19th-century tween who haunts Cate’s Creek, and the 
Firehouse Phantom. Graveyard Gruber is determined to right past wrongs and bring comfort to the restless spirits 
who seem to find him. 

MYSTERY AT CATE’S CREEK 
THE FIREHOUSE PHANTOM

AUTHOR: D. J. BRANDON
5 1/4” x 7 1/8” • 64 pp • Illustrations,  

Meet the Characters Infographic, Excerpts from other  
Books within this Series, About the Author Section

PUB DATE: August PUB DATE: September

CHAPTERBOOKS
When Graveyard Gruber discovers a 
locket buried along Cate’s Creek, 
his scalp tingles...a sure sign 
of ghostly involvement! At the  
history museum, Graveyard learns 
of the creek’s history: a diphtheria 
outbreak, an abandoned settle-
ment, and a tragic drowning. As 
the mystery of the Cate’s Creek 
ghost gets muddier, Graveyard 
Gruber wants to keep investigat-
ing. But is this one mystery that’s 
too dangerous to solve?

While on a tour of the brand-
new firehouse with his friends,  
Graveyard Gruber feels an urgent 
tug from an invisible hand. Stories 
of a vacant house burned to the 
ground on the very same site, sus-
picions of arson, and a strange boy 
seen running from the blaze add 
to the mystery. Can an unexpected 
classmate provide the missing 
clue? Graveyard Gruber eagerly 
agrees to help out at the firehouse, 
determined to solve the mystery 
and set the record straight.

CrossCan Educational Services • 12 Court St. • St. Catharines, ON L2R 4R4 • Tel: 1-800-251-0918 • Web: crosscaneducation.com



AVAILABLE NOW
No One Closes My Park  
and Gets Away with It

HC ed.: 978-1-5383-8425-1 • eBook: 978-1-5383-8427-5 
Pbk. ed.: 978-1-5383-8426-8

Reading Level: 2–3  •  Interest Level: 2–3

HC ed.: 978-1-5383-8431-2    $17.95

eBook: 978-1-5383-8433-6   $17.95

Pbk. ed.: 978-1-5383-8432-9    $10.55
ATOS: PENDING

HC ed.: 978-1-5383-8428-2    $17.95

eBook: 978-1-5383-8430-5    $17.95 

Pbk. ed.: 978-1-5383-8429-9    $10.55
ATOS: PENDING

What Happened to  
My Favorite Flavor?!

Whoever Stole My Bike  
Is Gonna Get It

Izzy is determined to get her way, no matter what. Nicknamed Izzy Jeen the Big-Mouth Queen by a classmate, 
she can’t always control her words or temper, and that can lead to big trouble! Through her adventures and 
misadventures, Izzy learns how to fight for what’s right. But can she keep her cool?

WHOEVER STOLE MY BIKE IS GONNA GET IT 
WHAT HAPPENED TO MY FAVORITE FLAVOR?!

AUTHOR: WIL MARA
5 1/4” x 7 1/8” • 64 pp • Illustrations,  

Meet the Characters Infographic, Excerpts from other  
Books within this Series, About the Author Section

PUB DATE: August

Author bio available  
on west44books.com

•  Hotheaded, spunky Izzy is ready to fight for what’s right, and learning to control her temper  
along the way imparts an essential message

•  Funny, relatable series full of mischief and adventure for readers ages 7 to 8

•  Age-appropriate, simple text supports developing readers and proficient readers alike

CHAPTERBOOKS

Izzy stops in at the Hip Hop Ice 
Cream Shop to find that her  
favorite flavor is no longer on the 
menu. Most people would just 
order something else, but Izzy  
has no intention of giving up so 
easily. She’s got a bad taste in  
her mouth, and a craving for  
sweet justice!

PUB DATE: September

No one messes with Izzy Jeen and 
gets away with it. But then one 
day, Izzy finds that her beloved 
bike has been stolen! Who would 
do such a thing? Izzy insists that 
everyone help her launch a full-
blown investigation at once. She 
vows to find the culprit and make 
them sorry that they ever stole 
from Izzy Jeen “the Big-Mouth 
Queen” Marino.

CrossCan Educational Services • 12 Court St. • St. Catharines, ON L2R 4R4 • Tel: 1-800-251-0918 • Web: crosscaneducation.com



Author bio available  
on west44books.com

AVAILABLE NOW
The Creepy Old House

HC ed.: 978-1-5383-8434-3 • eBook: 978-1-5383-8436-7 
Pbk. ed.: 978-1-5383-8435-0

•  Logan Lewis is just your normal alien next door—and his reports about Earth life will keep  
readers amused and engaged

•  An out-of-this-world adventure series for readers ages 7 to 8

•  This book will especially appeal to readers who feel like “outsiders,” and promotes the idea  
of acceptance and tolerance

Reading Level: 2–3  •  Interest Level: 2–3

To all Earth-dwellers, Logan Lewis might look like a normal kid. But he’s actually an alien from Kepri, or Planet 27. His 
parents are Keprinian scientists who have been sent to Earth to study humans, and Logan is along for the ride. Logan 
is ready to jump headfirst into the human-kid experience, but can he keep his cover?

THE GIRL WHO KNOWS EVERYTHING 
THE MEANEST BOY AROUND

AUTHOR: WIL MARA
5 1/4” x 7 1/8” • 64 pp • Illustrations,  

Meet the Characters Infographic, Excerpts from other  
Books within this Series, About the Author Section

 K I D  F R O M

PLANET 27

HC ed.: 978-1-5383-8440-4    $17.95

eBook: 978-1-5383-8442-8    $17.95

Pbk. ed.: 978-1-5383-8441-1    $10.55 
ATOS: PENDING

HC ed.: 978-1-5383-8437-4    $17.95

eBook: 978-1-5383-8439-8    $17.95

Pbk. ed.: 978-1-5383-8438-1    $10.55
ATOS: PENDING

The Meanest Boy AroundThe Girl Who Knows Everything

Author bio available  
on west44books.com

PUB DATE: August PUB DATE: September

CHAPTERBOOKS

CrossCan Educational Services • 12 Court St. • St. Catharines, ON L2R 4R4 • Tel: 1-800-251-0918 • Web: crosscaneducation.com

Logan Lewis is new to Earth, and 
there are some human behaviors 
that are still a mystery! When he 
catches his classmate Madison 
cheating on a test, he doesn’t 
understand why. She’s one of the 
smartest kids in school. Madison 
doesn’t get caught, but Logan 
decides to investigate the matter 
further. Logan discovers some-
thing he never expected, but can 
he step in before Madison’s luck 
runs out?

Aiden Harris is the town bully.  
Logan observes as Aiden teases 
and hurts any kid who gets in his 
way. Not even getting in trouble 
can stop him! This doesn’t make 
any sense to Logan, until he  
discovers what he thinks is the 
reason behind Aiden’s behavior.  
Is there anything he can do to turn 
Aiden around, or will he become 
the next victim?



Reading Level: 3–4  •  Interest Level: 3–6

Kids love to be grossed out! This series packs silly short stories with disgustingly descriptive language and wacky illustrations to give 
readers an unforgettable reading experience. The stories answer hilarious questions about body oddities, such as “Why are boogers 
green?” and “If you throw up, will it land on your head?” Even the most reluctant young reader will delight in this one-of-a-kind short 
story series full of fun facts and icky situations. The stories are sure to leave adults gagging and kids laughing out loud.

HC ed.: 978-1-9785-9583-5    $19.95

eBook: 978-1-9785-9585-9    $19.95

Pbk. ed.: 978-1-9785-9584-2    $12.90
ATOS: PENDING

HC ed.: 978-1-9785-9586-6    $19.95

eBook: 978-1-9785-9588-0    $19.95

Pbk. ed.: 978-1-9785-9587-3    $12.90
ATOS: PENDING

HC ed.: 978-1-9785-9577-4    $19.95

eBook: 978-1-9785-9579-8    $19.95

Pbk. ed.: 978-1-9785-9578-1    $12.90 
ATOS: PENDING

HC ed.: 978-1-9785-9580-4    $19.95

eBook: 978-1-9785-9582-8    $19.95

Pbk. ed.: 978-1-9785-9581-1    $12.90 
ATOS: PENDING

Butt BlastBrain BlastBooga BlastBarf Blast

YUCKY, DISGUSTINGLY GROSS,  
ICKY SHORT STORIES

AUTHOR: SUSAN BERRAN 
6” x 8 1/4” • 160 pp • Illustrations,

Excerpt from another book in series, About the Author

SHORTSTORIES

Author bio available  
on west44books.com

PUB DATE: August PUB DATE: September PUB DATE: November PUB DATE: October

PUB DATE: AUGUST

• Short stories are accessible to developing readers

•  High-interest subject matter is sure to hook young readers

•  Funny illustrations lend to an approachable format for reluctant readers

CrossCan Educational Services • 12 Court St. • St. Catharines, ON L2R 4R4 • Tel: 1-800-251-0918 • Web: crosscaneducation.com



What happens when a school cuts its basketball team? The kids who live in the Alton Heights housing complex 
need to come up with a plan fast. That’s how the Alton Heights All-Stars team is born. They may not have matching 
jerseys, a coach, or even a regular court to practice on, but they make up for it with perseverance and heart. Cam, 
Jasmine, Brianna, Tyler, and Markus prove to everyone that they’re not just playing around; they’re out to be all-stars.

Big Shots Fast Break

David Aro is a former 
Collegiate All-American 
basketball player and 
conference player of 
the year. In college, he 
scored over 1,900 

points, broke his school’s record  
for the most three-pointers ever  
made, and also finished in the top 
10 in rebounds, steals, and assists. 
While coaching college  basketball, 
he earned a master’s degree in  
executive leadership and change.  
Today, he coaches his kids and  
follows his passion of writing  
children’s books. You can visit him 
online at www.davidaro.com.

HI-LO FICTION

PUB DATE: August PUB DATE: September

Reading Level: 2–3  •  Interest Level: 5–8

About the author:

HC ed.: 978-1-5383-8220-2   $17.95

eBook: 978-1-5383-8310-0   $17.95

Pbk. ed.: 978-1-5383-8219-6  $10.55 
ATOS: PENDING

HC ed.: 978-1-5383-8218-9   $17.95

eBook: 978-1-5383-8309-4   $17.95

Pbk. ed.: 978-1-5383-8217-2  $10.55 
ATOS: PENDING

BIG SHOTS 
FAST BREAK
AUTHOR: DAVID ARO

5 1/4” x 7 1/8” • 64 pp • Further Information Section, Illustrations,  
Meet the Characters Infographic, Excerpts from other Books within this Series,  

About the Author Section, Hi-lo text

REVIEW: 
“Simple vocabulary and sentence structure, combined with frequent inset illus-

trations and short chapters, make this a classic high/low transitional chapter 
book for older readers.” —Booklist (On Alton Heights All-Stars )

AVAILABLE NOW
Meet Me on the Court

HC ed.: 978-1-5383-8212-7 • eBook: 978-1-5383-8306-3 
 Pbk. ed.: 978-1-5383-8211-0

Nothing But Net
HC ed.: 978-1-5383-8214-1 • eBook: 978-1-5383-8307-0 

Pbk. ed.: 978-1-5383-8213-4

Swish
HC ed.: 978-1-5383-8216-5 • eBook: 978-1-5383-8308-7 

Pbk. ed.: 978-1-5383-8215-8

CrossCan Educational Services • 12 Court St. • St. Catharines, ON L2R 4R4 • Tel: 1-800-251-0918 • Web: crosscaneducation.com

After winning the youth  
basketball tournament and  
getting TV coverage, the All-
Stars are riding high. Soon, 
a former basketball star  
approaches them asking to be 
their coach. The All-Stars are  
divided. Do they want to  
become a legitimate basketball 
team or keep things the same?

It’s the annual citywide youth 
basketball tournament. Youth 
teams from all over the city 
have come together to play on 
a real pro basketball court. The 
All-Stars quickly realize they’re 
in over their heads. Other 
teams have real coaches, real 
uniforms, great sneakers, and 
real tournament experience. 
All the All-Stars have is talent 
and determination. The team 
has to make a decision: give 
up and go home, or play to win.



PUB DATE: AUGUST

Victor and Isaac have been separated by the incarceration of their mother. The brothers, and their younger sisters, 
have been placed in different foster homes. The brothers have one lifeline to their old life—the emails they write 
to each other, detailing the experiences they have adjusting to their new lives in foster care. Can they hold on to 
their family with the distance between them? Will things ever go back to normal? 

Just Maybe

B R O T H E R S

AVAILABLE NOW
Taken Away

HC ed.: 978-1-5383-8230-1 • eBook: 978-1-5383-8315-5 
 Pbk. ed.: 978-1-5383-8229-5

This Place Is Not My Home
HC ed.: 978-1-5383-8232-5 • eBook: 978-1-5383-8316-2 

 Pbk. ed.: 978-1-5383-8231-8

Not Home for the Holidays
HC ed.: 978-1-5383-8234-9 • eBook: 978-1-5383-8318-6 

 Pbk. ed.: 978-1-5383-8233-2

HC ed.: 978-1-5383-8236-3 • eBook: 978-1-5383-8318-6   $18.95
Pbk. ed.: 978-1-5383-8235-6   $11.70 

ATOS: PENDING

HI-LO FICTION

About the author:

Reading Level: 2–3  •  Interest Level: 5–8

JUST MAYBE
AUTHOR: CYN BERMUDEZ

5 1/4” x 7 1/8” • 88 pp • Illustrations, Meet the Characters Infographic,  
Excerpt from another book in series, Suggestions for further reading,  

About the Author, Hi-lo text

REVIEW: 
“The series presents a realistic yet accessible look at a  

family encountering stressful circumstances. VERDICT: Written at 
a second and third grade reading level, Brothers is an unflinching 

exploration of a family navigating foster care.”  
—School Library Journal (On Taken Away) 

Cyn Bermudez is a 
writer from Bakersfield, 
California. She attended 
college in Santa Barbara, 
California, where she 
studied physics, film, 
and creative writing. 
Her work can be found 
in anthologies such as 
Building Red: Mission 
Mars, The Best of Vine 

Leaves Literary Journal (2014), and more. 
Her fiction and poetry can also found in 
Middle Planet, Perihelion SF, Strangelet, 
Mirror Dance, and 805 Literary and 
Art Journal, among others. For more 
information about Cyn, visit her website at 
www.cynbermudez.com.

CrossCan Educational Services • 12 Court St. • St. Catharines, ON L2R 4R4 • Tel: 1-800-251-0918 • Web: crosscaneducation.com

Victor and Isaac are nervous. 
There’s a chance that their 
mother will be released from 
prison. What might this mean 
for their family? The brothers 
and their sisters could return 
to each other, but at what cost?  
Although their mother says 
she’s turned over a new leaf, 
the boys aren’t certain they 
can trust her to keep their 
family together.



PUB DATE: AUGUST

Cutting Through the Noise

The kids in classroom 4B have a reputation as the “baddest” kids in school. What no one sees is that 
each kid has a reason for acting that way. Mila has been removed from her mom’s care and placed 
with her aunt, whom she doesn’t trust. Landon has trouble learning, but doesn’t want anyone to 
know. Jordan’s father was recently sent to jail. Jayme has been taking care of her younger siblings 
while her mother starts dating again. Together, the “bad kids” in 4B learn about acceptance, stepping 
out of their molds, and confronting life’s challenges.

CUTTING THROUGH THE NOISE
AUTHOR: BRYNN KELLY

5 1/4” x 7 1/8” • 88 pp • Meet the Characters infographic,
Excerpt from another book in series, Suggestions for further reading,

About the Author, Spot illustrations, Hi-lo text

AVAILABLE NOW
Welcome to 4B

HC ed.: 978-1-5383-8222-6 • eBook: 978-1-5383-8311-7 
 Pbk. ed.: 978-1-5383-8221-9

Things That Don’t Make Sense
HC ed.: 978-1-5383-8224-0 • eBook: 978-1-5383-8312-4 

 Pbk. ed.: 978-1-5383-8223-3

Detention Is a Lot Like Jail
HC ed.: 978-1-5383-8226-4 • eBook: 978-1-5383-8313-1

Pbk. ed.: 978-1-5383-8225-7

HC ed.: 978-1-5383-8228-8 • eBook: 978-1-5383-8314-8   $18.95
Pbk. ed.: 978-1-5383-8227-1   $11.70

ATOS: PENDING

Brynn Kelly is a writer from Buffalo, New York, 
where she studied English and creative writing 
and received a master’s degree in social work. 
She is the author of three educational books, The 
People and Culture of Venezuela, The Layers of 
Earth’s Atmosphere, and Air Pressure and Wind. 
In her free time, she enjoys doing yoga and 
spending time with her dog, Neno.

REVIEW: 
“One of those impressive fictional stories that 

is exceptionally entertaining while dealing 
with what is basically serious subject matter. 
As a result, Welcome to 4B is unreservedly 

recommended for family, school and community 
library fiction collections.”  
—The Midwest Book Review  

(On Welcome to 4B )

HI-LO FICTION

About the author:

Reading Level: 2–3  •  Interest Level: 5–8

CrossCan Educational Services • 12 Court St. • St. Catharines, ON L2R 4R4 • Tel: 1-800-251-0918 • Web: crosscaneducation.com

Jayme’s life is noisy. Since her mom 
started dating again, she’s had to 
take care of her younger siblings. 
If the baby isn’t crying, then the 
toddler is throwing a tantrum, or 
her brother is asking for homework 
help. Jayme is never able to take a 
moment for herself, which is why she 
usually gets her sleep during class. 
When Jayme hears about auditions 
to sing in the school choir, part of her 
wants to try out. Can she follow her 
dream, or will she be on babysitting 
duty forever?



PUB DATE: AUGUST

Dani D. is the new girl in school. She’s determined to convince people that she is cool, talented, and worthy of being 
part of the popular crowd. Dani pretends she has no worries, but secretly she’s dealing with her parents’ separation 
and divorce and being forced to live with her strict grandparents. Dani confides her feelings and the truth behind 
her lies only in her diary, which is totally top secret.

Best Friends For-Never

AVAILABLE NOW
New School, New Me!

HC ed.: 978-1-5383-8196-0 • eBook: 978-1-5383-8298-1 
 Pbk. ed.: 978-1-5383-8195-3

My Home Is a Battlefield
HC ed.: 978-1-5383-8198-4 • eBook:978-1-5383-8299-8 

Pbk. ed.: 978-1-5383-8197-7

Star of the Show
HC ed.: 978-1-5383-8200-4 • eBook: 978-1-5383-8300-1 

Pbk. ed.: 978-1-5383-8199-1

BEST FRIENDS FOR-NEVER
AUTHOR: J. M. KLEIN

5 1/4” x 7 1/8” • 64 pp • Illustrations, Meet the Characters Infographic,  
Excerpt from another book in series, About the Author, Hi-lo text

J. M. Klein is a former 
journalist who has lived  
all around the country 
and moved half a dozen 
times. Like Dani, she 
learned how to make  
new friends and tried  
out for the school play. 
She didn’t make that 
play, but she did 
develop a lifelong love 

of theater and now has good friends 
in many states. She’s always written 
in diaries and journals, the contents 
of which are still totally secret.

REVIEWS: 
“The reading level will appeal to both younger readers  
and struggling older middle graders…This brief book’s  

pat message: Be yourself.”  
—Kirkus (On New School, New Me! )

“Straightforward narrative best suited to  
emerging chapter-book readers.”  

—The Midwest Book Review  
(On New School, New Me! )

HC ed.: 978-1-5383-8202-8 • eBook: 978-1-5383-8301-8   $17.95 
Pbk. ed.: 978-1-5383-8201-1   $10.55

ATOS: PENDING

HI-LO FICTION

About the author:

Reading Level: 2–3  •  Interest Level: 5–8

CrossCan Educational Services • 12 Court St. • St. Catharines, ON L2R 4R4 • Tel: 1-800-251-0918 • Web: crosscaneducation.com

It’s summertime and Dani is spend-
ing it with her father in her old town. 
She’s excited to meet up with her 
best friends. She soon realizes that 
her friends don’t have time for her 
anymore and have changed since 
she left. Can Dani revive her old 
friendships, or will she have to leave 
old friends behind?



Read if you dare, but prepare for the worst. This middle grade thriller series unleashes twisted tales of the paranormal.
From time traps to haunted houses to out-of-this-world video games, the characters in each Twisted book come 
face-to-face with supernatural situations that will change their lives forever. Will each unlucky character be stuck in 
a weird world of magic and mayhem? Readers are in for one twisted ride.

A Pool of Deathly Blue The Other

Wil Mara  has been 
an author for over 30  
years and has more  
than 200 books to his  
credit. His works for  
children include more  
than 150 educational  
titles for the school  
and library markets, 
and five of the popular  

Boxcar Children mysteries ghostwritten  
by him. His 2013 thriller Frame 232 
reached the #1 spot in its category 
on Amazon and won the Lime Award 
for Excellence in Fiction. He is also an  
associate member of the NJASL, and an  
executive member of the Board of  
Directors for the New Jersey Center for 
the Book, an affiliate of the U.S. Library 
of Congress. He lives with his family in 
New Jersey.

AVAILABLE NOW 
The Videomaniac

HC ed.: 978-1-5383-8357-5 • eBook: 978-1-5383-8352-0 
 Pbk. ed.: 978-1-5383-8362-9

House of a Million Rooms
HC ed.: 978-1-5383-8358-2 • eBook: 978-1-5383-8353-7 

 Pbk. ed.: 978-1-5383-8363-6

The Time Trap
HC ed.: 978-1-5383-8359-9 • eBook: 978-1-5383-8354-4

Pbk. ed.: 978-1-5383-8364-3

Where Did My Family Go?
HC ed.: 978-1-5383-8360-5 • eBook: 978-1-5383-8355-1

Pbk. ed.: 978-1-5383-8365-0

The Girl Who Grew  
Nasty Things

HC ed.: 978-1-5383-8361-2 • eBook: 978-1-5383-8356-8
Pbk. ed.: 978-1-5383-8366-7

PUB DATE: August PUB DATE: September
Twins Madison and Mason 
Page have everything two 
kids could ever want, but 
they don’t seem to appreci-
ate any of it. One day, they 
dive into their luxurious 
swimming pool and surface 
in a very different place. 
They emerge into another 
town, long since abandoned. 
Trapped in this new world, 
they venture forth, finding 
evidence that the town’s 
former residents must have 
suffered some sort of horri-
ble fate before disappearing. 
Then it hits them. They have 
somehow been transported 
to the ghost town of Pripyat, 
which has stood empty since 
the local power station  
exploded many years earlier, 
a nuclear plant known as 
Chernobyl.

Aiden Williams is nothing 
if not ordinary. He goes 
to school, plays baseball, 
hangs out with his friends, 
and loves his parents. 
His world is thrown into 
chaos when his aging 
great-grandmother starts 
referring to him as “David.” 
What’s most peculiar is how 
insistent she is that this 
is his name. At first, Aiden 
dismisses it as another 
saddening example of her 
growing dementia. Then, 
while rummaging through 
the attic, he comes across 
a photo album he’s never 
seen before. Inside, he finds 
photos of himself and his 
parents on a trip. What’s 
strange is that he has no 
memory of it. Then he 
discovers something even 
stranger. The photographs 
were taken three years  
before he was born.

Reading Level: 2–3  •  Interest Level: 5–8

About the author:

HC ed.: 978-1-9785-9527-9   $19.95

eBook: 978-1-9785-9529-3   $19.95

Pbk. ed.: 978-1-9785-9528-6  $12.90 
ATOS: PENDING

HC ed.: 978-1-9785-9530-9   $19.95

eBook: 978-1-9785-9532-3   $19.95 

Pbk. ed.: 978-1-9785-9531-6  $12.90 
ATOS: PENDING

A POOL OF DEATHLY BLUE 
THE OTHER
AUTHOR: WIL MARA

5 1/4” x 7 1/8” • 120 pp • Illustrations,  
Excerpt from another book in series, Suggestions for further reading,  

About the Author, Hi-lo text
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PUB DATE: AUGUST

Four kids sit together at the outcast lunch table on the first day of middle school. Amy has a stutter, but wants to be class president. 
Maci would rather draw manga than talk to people. Eli is a pastor’s kid who has been labeled a “goody two-shoes.” Jayden often 
lashes out at people and gets upset in class, but he actually wants friends very badly. The kids have almost nothing in common, 
except one thing: they’re the class weirdos. If they want to rise above their reputations, they’re going to need to do it together.

AVAILABLE NOW 
Amy Price for President!

HC ed.: 978-1-5383-8204-2 • eBook: 978-1-5383-8302-5 
 Pbk. ed.: 978-1-5383-8203-5

What’s the Matter  
with Jayden Jackson?

HC ed.: 978-1-5383-8206-6 • eBook: 978-1-5383-8303-2
Pbk. ed.: 978-1-5383-8205-9

Maci Masaki Makes Her Mark
HC ed.: 978-1-5383-8208-0 • eBook: 978-1-5383-8304-9

Pbk. ed.: 978-1-5383-8207-3

Eli Michaels, Rule Breaker

Charley Pickle holds 
an MFA and is a pub-
lished poet and short 
fiction author. In sixth 
grade, Pickle wore a 
historically accurate 
Shakespeare costume to 
school on Halloween. 

Sadly, no one else dressed up. Feeling 
rather pathetic, Pickle quickly changed 
into inspirational Shaquille O’Neal gym 
clothes. Charley Pickle definitely knows 
what it’s like to be a weirdo and often 
seeks weirdo friends, as they usually 
have tremendously good senses of  
humor. Pickle can be found on Twitter at 
@charley_pickle.

HC ed.: 978-1-5383-8210-3 • eBook: 978-1-5383-8344-5   $17.95
Pbk. ed.: 978-1-5383-8209-7   $10.55

ATOS: PENDING

HI-LO FICTION

Eli Michaels is the school “goody 
two-shoes.” As the son of a well-
known pastor, Eli is expected to do 
the right thing at all times. But when 
Eli tries out for the football team, 
he’s expected to go along with team 
traditions. And one of the traditions 
means breaking school rules and 
defacing school property. Will Eli try 
to break out of his goody two-shoes 
role to join the team?

About the author:

Reading Level: 2–3  •  Interest Level: 5–8

ELI MICHAELS, RULE BREAKER
AUTHOR: CHARLEY PICKLE

5 1/4” x 7 1/8” • 64 pp • Excerpt from another book in series,  
Meet the Characters Infographic, Suggestions for further reading,  

About the Author, Spot illustrations, Hi-lo text
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Reading Level: 2–3  •  Interest Level: 9–12

HC ed.: 978-1-9785-9566-8 • eBook: 978-1-9785-9556-9   $19.95
Pbk. ed.: 978-1-9785-9554-5   $12.90

PUB DATE: DECEMBER

Lily Landon knows college is the ticket out of her boring small town and her first step to becoming a lawyer like the ones she watches 
on television. To help her applications stand out, Lily joins Green for Good, her school’s environmental club, and meets Fiona, a 
passionate activist who will do everything it takes to protect the planet. As Lily grows closer to Fiona, she realizes “everything it takes” 
may mean getting arrested, and a criminal record does not look good on college applications. How can Lily save the Earth without 
destroying her future?

EVERYTHING IT TAKES
AUTHOR: SANDI VAN

51/2” x 81/4” • 200 pp •  Suggestions for Further Reading, Written in Verse,  
About the Author Section, Hi-lo text 

NEW! 
HI-LO

YA VERSE
NOVELS
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About the author:

Sandi Van is a writer, counselor, and former
special education teacher from Buffalo, New
York. She is the author of the young adult
verse novels, Second in Command and Listen 
Up. Her poetry won recognition in the Elmira  
Star-Gazette and the PennWriters’ In Other 
Words contest. Sandi draws inspiration from  
former students and admires those around her 
with the bravery to speak up for what they believe.
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Reading Level: 2–3  •  Interest Level: 9–12

PUB DATE: AUGUSTOUR BROKEN EARTH
AUTHOR: DEMITRIA LUNETTA

51/2” x 81/4” • 200 pp • Suggestions for Further Reading, Written in Verse, 
About the Author Section, Hi-lo text

HC ed.: 978-1-9785-9539-2 • eBook: 978-1-9785-9541-5   $19.95

Pbk. ed.: 978-1-9785-9540-8  $12.90

Demitria Lunetta is the author of many YA 
books, including:The Fade, Bad Blood, and 
the sci-fi duology, In the After and In the End. 
Our Broken Earth is her second hi-lo book and 
her first novel in verse. Bitter and Sweet, her 
first hi-lo book, is also available from West 44 
Books. Find her on Facebook, Twitter, and at  
demitrialunetta.com.

NEW! 
HI-LO

YA VERSE
NOVELS

In the near future, the tides are rising, the weather is out of control, and the rain is poison. Mal lost his family in a storm and now 
lives with other young people, trying to survive the changing world. Faced with the threat of the rising water and his friend’s illness, 
Mal and his makeshift family must travel across the country to reach a safe place. But the road is dangerous and not all will find their 
way safely to their new home.
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About the author:



Reading Level: 2–3  •  Interest Level: 9–12

PUB DATE: AUGUST

HC ed.: 978-1-9785-9542-2 • eBook: 978-1-9785-9544-6   $19.95
Pbk. ed.: 978-1-9785-9543-9   $12.90

Anaya knows great things are expected of her—go to college, find a good man, make her mother proud. But going to college means 
leaving behind her best friend, Eri. Eri is an Afrolatina transgender woman living in a closed-minded world and only Anaya knows her 
secret. The two decide to take a cross-country road trip, where Eri is finally able to open up about who she is, and Anaya finds out that 
she might be in love with her best friend. 

RISING OUT
AUTHOR: M. AZMITIA

51/2” x 81/4” • 200 pp • Suggestions for Further Reading, Written in Verse, 
About the Author Section, Hi-lo text

NEW! 
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About the author:

M. Azmitia is a government employee by 
day and a poet/cat lady by night in New York 
City. She holds a degree in English and creative 
writing. Azmitia writes about identity, discovery, 
and acceptance in marginalized communities 
in the hopes of starting crucial conversations 
about diversity. Her first novel, The Same Blood, 
is a Junior Library Guild Gold Standard Selection 
about Latinidad and mental health in families 
of color.



Reading Level: 2–3  •  Interest Level: 9–12

HC ed.: 978-1-9785-9563-7 • eBook: 978-1-9785-9547-7   $19.95
Pbk. ed.: 978-1-9785-9545-3   $12.90

Sometimes in high school, all you want is to be invisible. Being invisible might be the biggest problem of all for Natalie. She has a 
disability that causes chaos to her body on the inside, but leaves her unmarked on the outside. She’s learned to hide her pain so well 
that you would never guess she’s not the same Natalie as she was before she got sick. But after having surgery, Natalie must return 
to school in a wheelchair. Now, Natalie has to decide if the painful consequences of pretending to be healthy are worth keeping the 
last of her sick girl secrets.

PUB DATE: OCTOBERSICK GIRL SECRETS
AUTHOR: ANNA RUSSELL

51/2” x 81/4” • 200 pp •  Suggestions for Further Reading, Written in Verse,  
About the Author Section, Hi-lo text 

NEW! 
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About the author:

Anna Russell is a writer from Buffalo, New 
York. She received a degree in English and  
creative writing, and it is her goal to create  
stories for readers of all backgrounds and  
abilities. She is also the author of the West 44 
book What If?
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HC ed.: 978-1-9785-9564-4 • eBook: 978-1-9785-9550-7   $19.95
Pbk. ed.: 978-1-9785-9548-4   $12.90

Gabi is furious about her parents divorcing and moving her away from her hometown, her friends, and her school. But on the day 
she moves away, a shooter opens fire on Gabi’s old school, killing her American History classmates. She knows she should have 
been in that classroom. Now Gabi has to navigate a new school and new social circles, while dealing with a looming dark cloud of 
grief, survivor’s guilt, and fear. She meets impulsive troublemaker Lennon, who might just understand her dark side, or may pull her 
deeper into it.

PUB DATE: OCTOBERSURVIVING AMERICAN HISTORY
AUTHOR: MAX HOWARD

51/2” x 81/4” • 200 pp •  Suggestions for Further Reading, Written in Verse,  
About the Author Section, Hi-lo text 
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About the author:

Max Howard is the pen name of the author 
of The Water Year and Fifteen and Change. Max 
can never seem to find matching socks, but 
sometimes manages to find the right words. 
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HC ed.: 978-1-9785-9565-1 • eBook: 978-1-9785-9553-8   $19.95
Pbk. ed.: 978-1-9785-9551-4   $12.90

PUB DATE: DECEMBER

Lacey “Lace” Stewart knows who she is. She’s the star of her high school’s lacrosse team, she’s confident and brash, and she doesn’t 
seem to worry about what other people think. Lace tries hard in school, works weekends at a coffee shop, and is counting on a 
lacrosse scholarship for college. She’s got it all figured out. At least that’s what she shows everyone at school. But underneath her 
brave face, she’s battling deep-seated anxiety, and she’s one panic attack away from losing it all.

TOUGH AS LACE
AUTHOR: LEXI BRUCE

51/2” x 81/4” • 200 pp •  Suggestions for Further Reading, Written in Verse,  
About the Author Section, Hi-lo text 
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About the author:

Lexi Bruce is from Buffalo, New York, and  
received a degree in English and creative writing
from Canisius College. She enjoys bicycling
around her city and hiking whenever she can
get out of the city. Her first hi-lo book, More  
Than Anger, is also available from West 44 
Books.
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